Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BONN 15214 221846Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-12 ISO-OO H-02 ITC-01 COME-OO 
/036W 

076444 221859Z/44 

P R 221840Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1248 
DEPARTMENT TREASURY PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS BONN 15214 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, GW 

SUBJECT: FRG FOREIGN TARIFF AND TAX TREATMENT OF 
GOLD COINS AND MEDALLIONS 

REF: STATE 210937 

1 . THE FRG DOES NOT IMPOSE IMPORT DUTIES ON GOLD 
REGARDLESS OF FORM. 

2. COINS DESIGNATED LEGAL TENDER BY THE ISSUING COUNTRY 
MAY BE BROUGHT INTO THE FRG FREE OF TAX. 

3. THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT HAS FOR SOME TIME BEEN CON- 
SIDERING IMPLEMENTATION OF A SYSTEM WHEREBY GOLD 
COINS WHOSE MARKET VALUE EXCEEDS THEIR NOMINAL VALUE 
BY SOME PERCENTAGE WOULD BE SUBJECT TO TAXATION; 

PROBABLY ON THE NET DIFFERENCE. A FORMAL PLAN HAS NOT 
YET BEEN PROPOSED BUT IS EXPECTED BY JANUARY 1980. 

4. GOLD MEDALLIONS AND COINS NOT LEGAL TENDER ARE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BONN 15214 221846Z 

SUBJECT TO 12 PERCENT VALUE ADDED TAX. 

5. THE KRUGGERRAND ENTERS GERMANY ENTIRELY TAX EXEMPT. 

MEEHAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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